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 Pastoral Advisor Rev Robert Beard  (255 6335  and  07954 603614)  

Church Secretary Elizabeth Draper, 52 Highcliffe Drive, S11 7LU (230 7252)               
F.W.O Secretary Wilma Love, 29 Cavendish Ave., S17 3N (235 0382)                         
Chairman Management Team: Prof Ian Cooke, 80 Grove Road, S7 2GZ (262 0718)             
Treasurer   Elizabeth Cousley,                                                                                
Organist & Choirmaster  Douglas Jones GGSM(Lond) PG CE, 96 Southey Hall Road, S5 7PY 
    (257 6630)                                                                                            
Messenger Editors Ann Cathels, email cathels@cathelsann5.orangehome.co.uk,             
   Elizabeth Draper, email elizdraper504@btinternet.com                        
   Paula Higgins email paula@buzzsheffield.co.uk                     

Webmaster  Callum Groeger, groegercesg@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.standrewsurcsheffield.org.uk                                                                        

Buzz at St. Andrews Child Contact Centre Coordinator 07905417228   

Calendar  for August and September 2018 
Sun      5   Aug           10.45am     Revd Dr Walter Houston 
Wed     8   Aug           12 noon     Church lunch at the Shiny Shef 
Sun    12   Aug           10.45am     Mrs Jenny Carpenter 
Mon   13   Aug            2 pm               Visit to Severn Road mosque 
Sun    19   Aug           10.45am          Revd Adrian Alker 
Sun    26   Aug                 10.45am          Mrs Pauline Johnson 
Sun      2   Sept             10.45am         Revd Dr Walter Houston 
Sun      9   Sept                10.45am          Mr James Grieg (Leprosy Society) 
Tues   11  Sept                 10 – 12           Community Choir resumes  
Sun     16  Sept            10.45am     Mrs Jenny Carpenter -  Harvest and 
                   Invitation Service and Hunger Lunch  
Tues   18  Sept            10 – 12           Community Choir  
Sun     23  Sept                 10.45am         Revd Adrian Alker 
Tues   25  Sept                 10 – 12           Community Choir 
Sun     30  Sept                 10.45am         Worship Group and Church Meeting 
Tues     2   Oct                  10 – 12           Community Choir  
Sun      7   Oct                   10.45am         Revd Dr David Stec  -  Communion 
 
Rotas   
 
Creche       
AUG     5 Barbara Macmillan 
           12 Wilma Love 
           19 Isabel Sandland 
           26 Shelagh Beach 
 
SEPT    2 Barbara Macmillan 
             9 Jean Dickson 
           16 Wilma Love 
           23 Isabel Sandland 
           30 Shelagh Beach 
 
OCT     7 Barbara Macmillan 
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Coffee          Flowers 

AUG      5  Jean Dickson  AUG   5  Isabel Sandland  
             12  Kathleen Smyth   12  Jean and John Price  

            19  Isabel Sandland  19  Ann Cathels 

            26     26 

 

NO NAMES UP YET FOR THE SEPTEMBER ROTAS. PLEASE SIGN 
WHEN YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP. Talk to Jean Dickson who is in charge 

of Flowers and Kathleen Smyth who is in charge of Coffee. 

- - - 0 - - - 0 - - -  

ROBERT’S SERMON on 1st July 2018    -   FAITH  (Mark 5:21-43) 

 
When I was a student at the University of St Andrews, I frequently 
walked past – and even occasionally entered – the modest doorway 
of the local Gospel Hall. On a glass-covered notice-board next to the 
door, there would usually be a poster presenting, in large and 
imposing but dull-coloured letters, a Biblical text, always from the 
Authorised or “King James” version. One such, I recall, sternly 
challenged passers-by with the question from Matthew 22.42:  

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?  

As Divinity students, we used to respond rather irreverently to these 
simple, unadorned quotations, with answers such as, “Bit of a party 
animal!” (thinking of the wine Jesus supplied at the wedding in Cana 
in John 2.1-12,) or “Hangs out with the wrong crowd!” (thinking of the 
accusation “Friend of sinners” levelled at Jesus’ in Matthew 11.19 and 
Luke 7.34).  I don’t think these responses were exactly what the good 
people of the Gospel Hall had in mind when they put up their poster; 
but, on reflection, I suppose they were perhaps comforting ways for 
students to think of Jesus, having a tendency to be party animals 
ourselves and no doubt also, in our juvenile way, sinners.  

St Mark’s Gospel records a wide variety of responses to Jesus:  
in chapter 1, verse 27, his hearers recognise something new   
about his teaching in chapter 2, verse 7, he is accused by the 
Pharisees of blasphemy in chapter 2, verse 16, he is criticised for the 
company he keeps and in chapter 3, verse 21, he is simply dismissed 
as crazy. In this morning’s gospel reading, however, we encounter the 
first instance in which Jesus is met with flat-out disbelief, laughed at 
(Mark 5.40) for his faith in the healing power of God.  

Let’s rewind a bit and look at the story as a whole.  
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The stories of Jairus and of the woman with a haemorrhage are found in 
all three of the Synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke. Unusually, 
however, Mark, the shortest gospel, has the longest version of these 
stories.   

Mark’s earlier healing stories are brief, business-like,almost terse; but 
here there is more in the way of context and set-up. In all three versions, 
the two healing stories are intertwined. as indeed they are in Matthew and 
Luke, too. Mark presents the first part of the story of Jairus, identified by 
Mark as a “leader of the synagogue,” interrupts it with the whole story of 
the unnamed woman with a haemorrhage, and then presents the second 
part of the Jairus story.  

Importantly, Jairus’ request for healing is made not on his own behalf (cf. 
1.40-45), but on behalf of someone else, albeit someone intimately related 
to him. Just after Jairus makes his request, however, a woman who knows 
Jesus only by reputation is introduced, but she doesn’t even ask to be 
healed, only touches his cloak and is made whole again. Then comes the 
news that the woman’s interruption has wasted crucial moments. Jesus is 
too late. Jairus’ daughter has died.  

I’m going to pause at this point in the story, because there’s something 
very important about faith going on here. First, the actions of the unclean 
woman are borne of utter desperation. She’s not like someone 
manoeuvring into a position where she can make eye contact or shake 
hands with a celebrity; on the contrary, she doesn’t care whether Jesus 
even notices her; she just wants to touch the edge of his robe. But these 
actions are interpreted by Jesus as being borne, not of desperation but of 
faith. He is determined to find out who she is, to acknowledge her as an 
individual human being and a child of God.  “Daughter,” he says, when 
she is identified to him, “your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease.”  (Mark 5.34). 

Although this unnamed woman has made no verbal profession of faith, 
Jesus himself has declared her faithful.  

So here’s a question: Why does the Church so often insist on a statement 
in words, when for Jesus it’s so often actions that really count?  

And Mark isn’t done with faith yet.  At the point where he picks up the 
Jairus story again, the news is brought that Jesus is too late. Jairus’ 
daughter has died. Overhearing this, however, Jesus says to Jairus, very 
simply, "Do not fear, only believe". (Mark 5.36).  

His words to the woman were descriptive, bringing out the underlying 
meaning of something that had just happened: “Your faith has made you 
well.” His words to Jairus are prescriptive, almost gently imperative, about 
the importance of faith to something that is about to happen: "Do not fear, 
only believe."  
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And so we come to the first instance of sheer disbelief, cynicism and 
mockery in response to the presence and words of Jesus. When he tells the 
crowd gathered at Jairus’ house that his daughter is not dead, but sleeping, 
they laughed at him. But their laughter – contrasting with the desperate faith 
of the woman whom we have just heard about, and the urging to faith by 
Jesus of Jairus who is hoping against hope – serves only to heighten the 
tension of the story. Jesus takes the girl’s hand, bids her rise up, and she 
does so; and suddenly the disbelieving laughter of the crowds turns into 
megale ekstaseis  -  the literal translation of the Greek is “great ecstasy.” 
The kingdom of God comes near to all these people in the presence of 
Jesus. The presence of Jesus is what transforms the lives of everyone.  

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus is proclaimed by both his deeds and his teaching, 
and by the book’s many and various characters; and the proclamation is that 
the promise of God has come to pass, made real and present and 
immediate in Jesus.  

We may recognise that in this proclamation there is something new and 
worth investigating further.  

We may, on the other hand, hear only blasphemy, in the sense of something 
that challenges the beliefs we cling to, in our fear and insecurity.  

We may not like the company the proclamation requires us to keep, 
preferring to stay with children of God who are like us, rather than children of 
God who are hungry and thirsty, sick or injured, seeking asylum, fleeing 
abuse, experiencing addiction, sleeping rough or working the streets at 
night.  

We may think that the proclamation is crazy, that it’s one thing for Jesus to 
live like that, but quite another to expect us to do so.  

Or we may decide to stop seeking salvation in the material possessions and 
false values that surround us, to try to find our way through all the crowd and 
noise of 21st century life, and focus all our efforts on just touching the edge 
of Jesus’ robe; and, having touched him, we may take to ourselves his 
words to the woman in today’s gospel: “Your faith has made you well.”  

We are about to take the bread and wine of communion: a simple action in 
itself, but one in which we make again the enormous commitment of really 
being the Body of Christ in the world today.  

I am not the host at this sacred meal. It is not I who invite you. This is not my 
table or your table. Jesus Christ is the host. It is Jesus Christ who invites 
you. This is his table. Receive these gifts of bread and wine, set aside and 
sanctified for His purposes. We eat and drink, not because we feel worthy, 
but because Jesus Christ commands us.  Having obeyed his great 
command, we may then take to ourselves his words to Jairus in today’s 
gospel: "Do not fear, only believe."  
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And so I leave you with these two assurances, which come not from me 
but from Jesus Christ himself:  

When you think about this wonderful, amazing Church of St Andrew, this 
wonderful, amazing neighbourhood of Broomhall, this wonderful, 
amazing city of Sheffield, and all that you and I have experienced 
together, remember the words of Jesus Christ: “Your faith has made you 
well.”  

And when you think about this wonderful, amazing Church of St Andrew, 
this wonderful, amazing neighbourhood of Broomhall, this wonderful, 
amazing city of Sheffield, our present plans and our exciting future, 
remember the words of Jesus Christ: "Do not fear, only believe."  

Revd Robert Beard B.D. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

We are having a Church Lunch on Wednesday 8 August at the Shiny 
Sheff.  Do come if you can!  Please see Jean Dickson for the menu and 

Elizabeth Draper if you’d like a lift arranged to get there.  12 noon 

The mosque which sent us the lovely chocolate cake at Ramadan has 
invited us to visit on Monday 13 August at 2pm.  Please tell Elizabeth if 
you intend to go so that we can give them an idea of numbers.  This 
Muslim Welfare Centre is at 10-12 Severn Road. 
The ‘Understanding Islam’ study day on 6 July was an excellent event: 
See the report on page 9.  

Our Harvest Service is on 16 September and will again be the Invitation 
Service when we look forward to some of out user groups joining us. We 
shall be supporting WaterAid with a retiring collection and a Hunger 
Lunch of bread, cheese and water.  

Paul Blomfield MP holds a series of ‘Big Conversations’ every autumn 
before the Parliamentary term begins, to get the views of his 
constituents.  He will hold a Drop-In Café here on Friday 28 September 

2-3 pm for local residents. 

The next Church Meeting will be held after service on Sunday 30 
September.  The Elders, Management Team and Trustees will report, 
and if you have anything you’d like to raise on the agenda, please tell 
Elizabeth. 

There will be another chamber music series beginning in October; 
dates are being finalised and the details will be available soon. 
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MUGS:  Request from Margaret: The church mugs are disappearing!  If 
you have any at the back of your cupboard which you could donate we 
would be glad to have them.  I mean what you might call Builders Mugs 
…not fine china mugs.  And keep your eyes open…Martha and I found 
7 new mugs at the recycling depot yesterday!  Or charity shops might 
have some for 20p. 

KEYS:  We are running short of church keys, which are lent to users. If 
you have any spare church keys, it would be appreciated if you could 
please return them to Ian Cooke.  It is not possible to get more as the 
matrix for our keys is no longer available, and to change all the locks 
would cost thousands of pounds. 

CHRISTMAS DAY:  Sorry to be raising this so far in advance but the 
Elders would like help in planning.  The suggestion has been made to 
start our Christmas Day service earlier  - possibly at 10 am  -  to allow 
people to get home for other seasonal activities.  Please answer the 
little questionnaire that is circulating about this. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Samuel Jones, eldest son of 
our organist, who graduated 
at Bangor University (Wales) 
with a Bachelor of Music 
degree on 17 July.  Sam also 
sings in Bangor Cathedral 
Choir and is hoping to enter 
ministry in the Church of 

Wales in due course.  

 

 

Fatih Dogu’s asylum hearing went well but 
he has to wait some weeks for the result.  
Here is his son Rodi.  
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WEDDING:  Jackie Callear and Shabin Chohan were married in 
Jesmond United Reformed Church, Newcastle on 21 July, followed by 
a Muslim blessing at Matfen Hall.  We hope to have a full report of the 
day from mother-of-the-bride Linda in due course. 
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LOOKING BACK 

The Broomhall Summer Event on 21 July was a great success, organised 
this year by Shipshape, the community well-being service. The activities 
were concentrated in the Broomhall centre which was busy all afternoon 
with chairobics,  face painting, a cycling competition, quizzes and 
guessing games, stalls of art and jewellery, help information tables, a 
drum group, and spicy food stalls. St Andrew’s members helped serve 
tea. 
 
UNDERSTANDING ISLAM 
 
The study day on Friday 6th July proved to be an amazing occasion and 
far exceeded our expectations.  Dr Chris Hewer spoke to 23 of us in St 
Andrew’s representing members of our own congregation, Team Ministry 
ministers, friends  and one or two who simply came because they saw it 
on the notice board. 

Dr Chris Hewer is a Christian theologian who has worked in the field of 
Muslims in Britain and Christian-Muslim relations since 1986 at the Centre 
for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations in Birmingham and 
later as the Adviser on Inter-Faith Relations to the Bishop of Birmingham.  

His presentation was clear, easily understood and allows for interruptions 
and questions as he goes along.  He starts with Abraham married to 
Sarah and childless, taking a second wife Hagar who then has a son 
Ishmael. Later, Sarah and Abraham also have a son called Isaac. Thus 
through Sarah and Isaac the Hebrew people are descended, who feature 
in the biblical accounts, and so we can speak of Judaism.  Jesus was 
born a Jew and Christianity grows out of and separates from Judaism.  
Jews and Christians often forget the second part of the Abrahamic family 
tree. According to the Bible, God promised that a people would also 
descend from Hagar and Ishmael. They too would be protected by God. 
The Bible calls them the Ishmaelites but we more commonly know them 
now as the Arabs. The Bible tells us that God told Abraham to let Hagar 
and Ishmael go into the land between the Red Sea and the great rivers of 
Iraq. Of this people Muhammad was born and thus we can speak of the 
coming of Islam. 

All this in the first 15 minutes and we knew we were in for a very 
interesting day.  It is hoped that some further study days will happen but if 
you are interested then google Chris Hewer and you will find all sorts of 
courses, documents and articles which you may read at your leisure.  

Margaret Fall 

(Remember we are visiting a Mosque on Monday 13th August) 
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FAMILY NEWS    

We used to open conversations when we met by talking about the 
weather… you remember?  No point these days...this long unbroken spell, 
and the promise in today's forecast of it being even hotter, has altered 
that.   So....we send greetings to those members who, for any reason other 
than health, are unable to share worship with us, and with them we 
remember in the family prayers in the service Bill Armstrong being cared 
for at home, and Fraser McVittie, now in the Hallamshire receiving 
essential care for a swallowing problem. Aileen Austin is in hospital 
following a severe stroke; she is being visited regularly by Jean Dickson 
who keeps us in touch, and last week her son, who is in a care home 
following a stroke, was taken to visit her.   

We send condolences to Robert Beard whose mother died on 15 July, 
peacefully at home, after a long decline.  Robert was in Cambridge with 
her. Claire Brooks, the Worker with Older People, has recently had surgery 
on her wrist for carpal tunnel syndrome; she is now back at work with care.  
Professor John Rogerson is well known in the Sheffield church community. 
We send him and his wife our sympathy on his recent surgery - amputation 
of one leg. They are now making plans for his return home. 

Most unfortunately, Anita McVittie had a fall arriving at church on 29 July, 
and was taken by ambulance to the Northern General with a suspected 
fracture of hip or femur. She was due to have her hip pinned next morning. 
Further news will be circulated on Whatsapp, email and phone.  

Some happier news: Suzanne Westran was received into membership of 
St Andrews on 10th June; Tesfa and Seni Teferi had a second daughter 
Tamanit on 19th July; Jackie Callear and Shabin Chohan were married in 
Newcastle on 21st July - see page 8. Congratulations to them all!  

Should you hear of any member who is unwell, or would like a visit, 
remember to let their elder know...through Elizabeth Draper, if you are 
unsure whose district they are on.    

                                                                                 Ann Cathels. 

WWI  MEMORIES 
Older members have been asked for their memories of the aftermath of the 
‘Great War’. We’d love to hear still more. (Ed.)  
 
First, the 1920’s. 
Recently the obituaries of people aged 100+ have been in the papers… 
perhaps they were able to reminisce about their world during that war; I  
haven't reached that number yet, but I remember some incidents during 
the post war years:- 
Listening to my father coughing during the night… he was gassed in 
France;-  
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My mother lifting me up to look out of the window to see the source of the 
unusual sound from the ’back green’… and then seeing her wrap a few 
coins in paper to throw down to the musicians… “You see they were 
wounded in the war, one is blind, one only has one leg, and though we 
can’t see it, the other has been wounded too, they were soldiers and they 
need money”.  
The strange silence on November 11th; all the traffic stopped in the streets, 
cars, buses, horses and carts, and on the pavements everyone stood still, 
the men took their caps off;  
Going to the Cenotaph at the Castle on his birthday to see my mother’s 
brother’s name in one of the regimental books there.  
I find it strange that poppies are worn now days before the anniversary. I 
never heard men who had served ever talking about their experiences; it 
was a terrible war, and they seemed to be able to wear the poppy on one 
day, to keep their memories to themselves, and then get on with life.  
          Ann Cathels. 
 
Jean Lawrie was born in 1923:  
I remember my mother saying "Never turn anyone away who comes to the 
door"...that must have been in 1928, she gave money to ex- soldiers who 
came round playing for money;  she also spoke about the widows' 
pensions...10 shillings a week, nothing for the first child, and 5 shillings for 
the younger...it was half a working wage, so life was hard for them; during 
the war my father was working in one of the shipbuilders' yards, a reserved 
occupation.  Food was short, but we were lucky, we had a relative who 
worked on an estate outside Port Glasgow, where we lived, and we had 
tomatoes and vegetables, and eggs from a friend who worked on a 
farm...we were never short of food, by the standards of those days, and my 
mother could stretch a pound of mince to feed the family (six altogether) for 
two or three meals. Life was marked by church-going on Sundays...Bible 
Class, Sunday School, Church services, and school; during holidays and 
summertime we played outdoors.  I remember more of later times, when 
the port was being widened and deepened for building bigger ships.  
 
Jean Lawrie 
 
Alex Walker MBE 17th July 1900 – 3rd June 1997 
Jean Dickson’s father served in both World Wars: 

As we approach the celebration of the end of the First World War I have 
been asked to write about my Father and his experiences in that war.  

Early in January 1916 (at the age of 15, he said he was 16) my father was 
accepted as a trainee navigator in the Royal Naval Air Service as his 
eyesight was not good enough for him to train as a pilot. He underwent 
weapons training as the navigators manned the Lewis gun on the plane.   
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 Early in 1918 Dad was based near Dunkirk. He was flying as a gunner 
navigator on bombing raids over the German positions.  By midsummer he 
was back in England and it may have been at this time that he was posted to 
an airfield at Brooklands race track. He was taught to drive by the racing 
drivers on the race track. He became a skilful driver and Mum always said his 
middle name should be “Jehu”. The squadron was moved and went on patrol 
over Heligoland to spot German submarines moving into the North Sea. The 
land based planes the squadron flew replaced the Short Seaplanes that were 
being shot out of the skies by the German planes, and they seem to have 
been effective. The squadron was moved after more suitable seaplanes 
became available to track the submarines. Sea planes could drop depth 
charges, the type of plane my Dad was in could only drop bombs.  

At this point the RNAS (Royal Naval Air Service) and RFC (Royal Flying 
Corps) were merged to become the Royal Air Force with a good deal of 
animosity. Dad was extremely proud to have been in the RNAS. He wore his 
RNAS tie on many occasions. 

The squadron, now part of the RAF, was moved again and went into intensive 
training on bombers but their first raid which was to be on Berlin on the 11th 
November never took place.  

Just after the Armistice was signed on the 11th of November Dad was 
involved in a flying accident and broke his neck. He recovered but his hopes 
of continuing as a cross country runner for Scotland were dashed.  He also 
fought in the Second World War but that as they say is another story.  

Jean Dickson 

DIALOGUE  IS  A  WAY  OF  LIFE 

The writer of this article was the speaker at a meeting of the Sheffield Council 
of Christians and Jews (CCJ) on 12 July. The article from the CCJ website 
was distributed ahead of the meeting.  

Each time I visit Israel-Palestine I come home with a renewed sense of 
expectation: a deeper willingness to learn more about the people who live 
there, their memories, their stories, and their hopes for the future. And, of 
course, more questions than answers! 

This year’s CCJ Jewish/Christian Leadership Study Tour was no different. We 
were a group of Jewish and Christian community leaders from a number of 
different denominations and perspectives. Some had never visit the region 
before, others represented organisations and communities with a significant 
presence in Israel and the Palestinian territories. Our purpose was not to 
travel with an agenda nor to seek to change people’s minds when it comes to 
long-held positions on the conflict. We travelled to listen and to learn, to meet 
and hear different perspectives from individuals and communities on the 
ground, and to find ways for our own communities to engage in dialogue on 
the difficult issues relating to Israel-Palestine. 
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We met Dean Hosam at St George’s Cathedral and heard a 
comprehensive breakdown of the internal and external dilemmas facing 
Israel from David Horowitz, Editor of the Times of Israel. Rabbi David 
Rosen KBE, former Chief Rabbi of Ireland, spoke of the importance of 
compromise on equally valid claims. We met representatives of both 
the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli Government and Ayman Odeh 
MK, Head of the Joint List, the third biggest political grouping in the 
Knesset. The UK Ambassador to Israel, David Quarrey, reflected on 
the legacy of a century of British presence in the Middle East and 
emphasised the still real potential for a Two State Solution. He 
encouraged us to return home and to continue the conversations which 
we had begun in the region. 

We also experienced some of the grassroots initiatives in both Israel 
and the West Bank which are creating small but lasting opportunities 
for change at a local level. At Roots we heard from Nur and Sha’ul, a 
Palestinian and an Israeli settler, who regularly meet in dialogue to 
share each other’s narratives. And at the Hand in Hand school in 
Jerusalem we saw how Jewish and Arab children are taught alongside 
one another and how the school organises regular opportunities for 
their parents to meet and share their stories. On walls outside their 
classrooms the children’s artwork displayed, in both Hebrew and 
Arabic, the words: ‘Dialogue is a way of life’. 

I could go on in sharing some of the profound, inspiring, and tangible 
ways in which Israelis and Palestinians are reaching beyond division 
and finding new opportunities to share in living together. 

But every time I felt inspired by this activism on the ground, I was also 
frustrated by more examples of good people doing good things and yet 
themselves being disillusioned by political leadership on all sides. In 
Ramallah a young activist and start-up businessman gave us a 
fascinating account of how he is helping local individuals get their 
projects underway in Palestine. It was a wonderful example of 
grassroots change. Yet when we asked him about his hope for a future 
Israeli-Palestinian settlement? He laughed, waved his hand, and 
dismissed politics as something far away, irrelevant, a waste of time. 

This deeply affected me. It moved me that such an inspiring and active 
person in his community could at the same time be so put off by those 
in positions of power. It also reminded me very much of the reality of 
politics for many of us around the world. So often we see good things 
happening in communities—efforts to make life better in small ways in 
local contexts. But we feel entrenched in an unsatisfactory status quo 
and don’t feel able to trust in politics to achieve real and lasting change, 
no matter how much we might want to. 
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It’s not my place to ask that that young Palestinian community leader 
trust in politics again. Our place is only to listen and to learn. But 
witnessing both the change that is being made in Israel and Palestine, 
and the frustrations along the way, is a powerful message for us in the 
UK to remember. We need to hold on to the ability to hear the other’s 
story with respect and understanding, and to be willing, even if not to 
change our own deeply-held convictions, at least to recognise that we 
all have to live with each other’s truths if we are to forge a world 
capable of embracing this diversity in security and in peace. 

Acknowledging this might not make the change that is so needed a 
reality but it is the first step and at least might go some way in 
beginning to turn our persistent questions into an enduring reply for 
peace. 

Rob Thompson 
Senior Programme Manager, CCJ 
 

NOTES FROM THE URC 

Timing of General Assembly:  The URC biennial General Assembly 
took place in Nottingham 6 -9 July. A Task Group had been working 
for two years with the aim of making Assembly less costly and more 
effective.  As a result of their report, it was agreed that after the 2020 
Assembly, it will be held annually; less decision-making will therefore 
be left to Mission Council (the executive arm), which will meet once a 
year instead of twice as now.  Instead of moving around the Synods, 
Assembly will be held each time at the Hayes Conference Centre, 
Swanwick (on the Notts/Derbys border, a central and accessible 
location). And instead of the host Synod bearing most of the cost, 
Assembly will in future be funded mainly from the Ministry & Mission 
Fund.  There would be 16 representatives from each Synod, totalling 
208 (down from current 269). 

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) has launched its latest 
campaign, which aims to challenge the government’s approach to 
immigration, which they say is leading to destitution, discrimination 
and distrust. JPIT are calling on the government to conduct an 
independent review of immigration policy and practice to examine the 
damaging effects that the hostile environment is having on the whole 
of society. The URC General Assembly endorsed a resolution 
supporting this and URC members are being urged to back the 
campaign, launched in June, by writing to their local MP.  In a new 
report entitled 'Destitution, discrimination and distrust: the web of the 
hostile environment' JPIT set out how aspects of the policies run 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1A21L-4L1X35-RSKAM-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1A21L-4L1X35-RSKAM-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1A21L-4L1X35-RSKAM-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1A21L-4L1X35-RSKAM-1/c.aspx
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Award for Stocksbridge:  In a first for the URC’s community project 
awards, four initiatives were declared joint winners.  One of them is 
local: The Meeting Place, a social cafe for isolated people in 
Stocksbridge. The scheme is sponsored by Congregational, the church 
insurer, which awards £2,000 and a plaque to each project. 

The World Council of Churches (WCC) – of which the United 
Reformed Church is a member – is celebrating its 70th 
anniversary.  August 23rd marks the opening of the first Assembly in 
Amsterdam and the formal constitution of the WCC. This is an 
opportunity to mark the achievements of the past 70 years in working for 
Christian unity and action, and to look to the challenges ahead as a 
fellowship of churches responding to God’s call for unity, mission, justice 
and peace. 

FAITH IN ACTION:  The Cinnamon Faith Action Audit 2018 for Sheffield 
is a comprehensive report providing evidence for the social impact and 
the economic value of all that churches and other faith groups do in their 
local community.  Through national research carried out in 2015 and 
2016, they discovered that the contribution of churches and faith groups 
across the country is worth more than £3 billion to society. 

In Sheffield, they counted 723 projects, 124,000 beneficiaries, 4,250 
volunteer roles and over £11.2 million of financial value being provided 
by faith groups during 2017. This shows that at a time when budget 
cuts, changes to benefits and rising housing costs are affecting many 
communities across the country, there are groups of committed and 
faith-driven individuals who are stepping into the gap. Local churches 
and other faith groups are involved in a whole range of social action 
initiatives including working with families, providing debt advice, 
coaching people back into work, offering emergency food parcels and 
providing a safe place to belong and build friendships. These groups are 
uniquely positioned to support those in most need on multiple levels and 
the Cinnamon Network believes that they should be celebrated and 
encouraged. 
The Cinnamon Network began in 2010 as a voluntary network of some 
50 Christian CEOs and leaders, then formed a partnership with 
Tearfund and in 2014 became a registered charity (1156985) with its 
own governance.  In response to growing social need, public sector 
reform, increasing recognition of the role of voluntary organisations and 
the economic cuts, the Cinnamon Network aims to grow stronger links 
between churches and local authorities, the police and other agencies, 
where there is common ground between churches and civic groups in 
wanting to build good communities.  It has partnered with established 
projects like Christians Against Poverty, Trussell Trust Foodbanks and  

https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/project/food-banks/
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Street Pastors.  Cinnamon now champions 30 Recognised Projects – 
brilliant church-based social action –  nationally.  Cinnamon aims to 
provide practical training, advice and support along with start-up 
grants and a strong network for them to rapidly expand and grow in 
impact. 

LECTIONARY READINGS for AUGUST and SEPTEMBER 

5 August Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15;  Psalm 78: 23-29; 

Ephesians 4: 1-16;  John 6: 24-35 

12 August 1 Kings 19: 4-8;  Psalm 34: 1-8; 

Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2;  John 6: 35, 41-51 

19 August Proverbs 9: 1-6;  Psalm 34: 9-14; 

Ephesians 5: 15-20;  John 6: 51-58 

26 August Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18;  Psalm 34: 15-22; 

Ephesians 6: 10-20;  John 6: 56-69 

2 Sept Deut 4: 1-2, 6-9;  Psalm 15;  James 1: 17-27; 

Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

9 Sept Isaiah 35: 4-7a;  Psalm 146; 

James 2: 1-10,(11-13),14-17; Mark 7: 24-37 

16 Sept Isaiah 50: 4-9a;  Psalm 116: 1-9; 

James 3: 1-12;  Mark 8: 27-38 

23 Sept Wis.1:16 – 2:1, 12-22 or Jer.11: 18-20; 

Psalm 54;  James 3:13 – 4: 3, 7-8a;  Mark 9: 30-37 

30 Sept Numbers 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29;  Psalm 19: 7-14; 

James 5: 13-20;  Mark 9: 38-50 

Were you there…. ?    St Andrew’s Tennis Club Summer Party 

https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/project/street-pastors/
https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/projects-courses/
https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/clt/
https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/advisors/
https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/micro-grants/
https://www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/micro-grants/

