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10.45am Revd David Stec - Advent Communion
10 - 12
Community Choir
10.45am Revd Margaret Herbert
12 - 2
Lets Sing Sheffield Carols
10 - 12
Community Choir
12 – 2
Lets Sing Sheffield Carols
10.45am Carol Service
7pm
Community Choir Carol Party
10.30am-1pm Buzz Christmas Party
10.45am Mr Chris Limb
10.30 am Revd Shan Rush – Christmas Day
10.45am Revd Adrian Alker
10.45am Worship Group - Epiphany
10.45am Mr Michael Bayley
10 – 12 Community Choir
7pm
In:Spire Recital- Zivorad Nikolic (Guitar)
10.45am Revd Stephen Hunter
10 – 12 Community Choir
10.45am Revd Canon Adrian Alker
10 – 12 Community Choir
10.45am Revd Dr David Stec - Communion

Rotas
Creche
DEC

2
9
16
23
30

Isabel Sandland
Shelagh Beach
Barbara Macmillan
Jean Dickson
Isabel Sandland

JAN

2FEB

6
Isabel Sandland
13 Shelagh Beach
20 Barbara Macmillan
27 Jean Dickson
3 Isabel Sandland

Coffee
DEC

2
9
16
23
30

Flowers
Shelagh Beach
DEC
Kathleen Smyth
Jean Dickson
Kathleen Smyth
Isabel and Alan Sandland

2
9
16
23
30

Lorna Drought
Ann Cathels
Margaret Fall
Christmas decorations
Christmas decorations

Please sign up on the new rotas when you’ve got your 2019 diaries in
action.
RETHINKING THE COMMONPLACE
Jenny Carpenter, from The Beacon, was recently preaching at St Andrew’s
and read an excerpt from “Good as New”. Although I had seen a copy of
The Message, a long time ago, when Brenda Hill had preached, this
translation was new to me. I was so charmed by its modern take on familiar
passages that I obtained a copy. It described itself as “a radical retelling of
the scriptures” and the first part covers the gospels of Mark, Thomas, John,
Luke and Acts. The second part translates Paul’s letters to Rome and
Corinth and then the letters from Paul’s ”team” to Tessatown
(Thessalonians), some Celtic Christians (Galatians), Philiptown
(Philippians), Quaketown (Colossians), Letter to Phil, Ava and Captain
Rider (Philemon) and a Circular letter (Ephesians).
The third part is a series of Calls, to Action (James), to Hope (1 Peter), to
Love (1 John) and to Trust (Hebrews). What a different approach! On
reading Mark it was surprising to read about Rocky (Peter) and Jesus’
frequent comment after telling a story, or parable, when the disciples asked
what it meant: “If you’ve got ears, use them!”. Work it out for yourselves.
We remember Robert Beard’s explaining that there was no defined time or
group which had decided the contents of what we now regard as our Bible,
rather it had “emerged” over time and we have continued to accept this
collection and the recurrent tweaks in translation. This new work expands
that basic selection of books, as its second chapter is the Gospel of
Thomas, a manuscript only discovered in 1945. That chapter is entitled
“Thought-provoking sayings of Jesus, as recalled by Twin”. The expressions
can be somewhat disconnected, but there are many striking passages such
as: “God’s New World has no precise location. It is found inside you and all
around you.”
This experience of reading a wholly new interpretation, taking into account
local and contemporary contexts, was complemented by Adrian Alker’s
leading our early Autumn seminars on3 the story of Christmas as
represented in Matthew’s Gospel. Adrian approached discussion from the

perspective of an historian, looking at context. The question was not: “is it
true?”, rather, who was Matthew, why did he write it and for whom? It was
written by a Jew, who became a Christian. He was writing it to convince
other Jews that Jesus was the Messiah, by marshalling many allusions to the
Hebrew bible in support. The Gospel was a theological work to enhance that
view and there is little or no historical support, for example, for the existence
of the three Magi and their gifts. There was however, reference to the Queen
of Sheba’s visit to Solomon and the gifts that she had brought. There is no
evidence that there was a census at that time, but the child had to be born in
Bethlehem. He also had to grow up in Nazareth to fulfil the prophecies, hence
the return from Egypt to Nazareth. Luke gave a different story.
The point Adrian made was to ask, “what is the meaning?” It was that the
Messiah had come, as foretold, and was available to Gentiles as well as
Jews. Jesus’s philosophy was quite different, departing from strict adherence
to the laws of Moses.
These two recent experiences have stimulated me to read more of “Good as
New”. I can’t say that I ever read the Gospel of Mark right through, but this
translation I read in one sitting. There is a freshness about it. It is like
receiving an explanation of something that one has taken for granted for a
long time. Hearing the regular readings is comforting, as they are familiar.
These new words are arresting, giving new insights and a welcome
introduction to interpretations useful for the present day. A fascinating read
indeed!
Ian Cooke
Good as New, A radical retelling of the Scriptures, Ed. J. Henson from the ONE
Community for Christian Exploration, O-Books, John Hunt Publishing Ltd, Alresford,
Hants. 2004. ISBN: 978 1 90504 711 6
Obtainable from
https://
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www.johnhuntpublishing.com/our-books/jhp-search-results/?
txt=Good+as+New&imprint=0&category=0

FAMILY NEWS
The past few days of grey leaden skies, thick mist in the mornings and cold
weather can have different results - either a yearning for spring (preceded
by comfort foods and other self-indulgences) or an anticipation of the joys of
Christmas . . .meetings of families and friends, meals shared, contacts
renewed through Christmas cards. The choice is ours.
It was good to see members who were missing back in church . . . the
augmented congregation for the Caledonia service included Wilma Love
and Sadie Jones . . .the later discharged from hospital though still having
pain in her shoulder after a fall.
Suzanne Westran is now working shifts at Meadowhall, so her regular
attendance at church and in the choir is not possible now.
Aileen Austin’s son Richard is being moved by his sister Marion to a care
home in N. Ireland where he can have visits from the family and she can
supervise his needs. Andrew and Margaret Boswell are moving across the
Pennines from Chesterfield now that he is retired, to be near their children
and their families.
It was a surprise and real pleasure to welcome John and Jean (née
Lamplugh) Harris to a service . . . they had come to celebrate their golden
wedding which was conducted by the Revd Charles McCurdy; the Dean of
Sheffield, who was the preacher that day,
welcomed them and explained their
attendance to the congregation, and gave
them the traditional blessing.
The final Advent study group met at the
McVitties’; they generously assured us that
our company cheered them up, and were
grateful to those who turned up early to
arrange chairs and generally prepare the
room. They are both still under the
weather, and spend most of the time
resting.
Pat Hale sends Christmas greetings from
Northern Ireland to all who remember her.
There will be an Appreciation of Aileen
Austin in the next issue.
To all those who are unable to get to church, we send greetings and
seasonal good wishes and we remember you in our prayers.
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Ann Cathels

LOOKING AHEAD
Our Carol Service on 16 December will be a simple traditional lessons and
carols - Come and sing and hear the familiar story.
At this service we shall display the Posada which is “visiting“ us from St
Mark’s. The Posada is a Mexican Advent celebration in which two young
people dressed as Mary and Joseph travel from house to house to proclaim
the imminent arrival of Jesus and request that the newborn baby be given a
room. St Mark’s has adapted the idea so that nativity figures travel from place
to place, staying in different homes, eventually arriving in church on Christmas
Eve.
You are invited to share hospitality with the people who bring the figures to
you, maybe some food and drink, conversation, carols or prayers. The
following day you take or give the figures to the next person on the list. This
Posada is travelling from St Mark’s to the Beacon Broomhill on Thursday13th
December to take part in their usual study group, then will be brought to the
Broomhall Breakfast here on Friday 14th. After we have shared it on Sunday,
it will stay for the Open Kitchen lunch on Monday 17th, after which some of us
will take it on to its next destination.
The Community Choir Carol Service and Party will be held in the Church
on Tuesday 18th December. Doors open 6.45pm for a prompt start at 7pm.
All welcome. No charge but bring a contribution to a finger buffet. The
programme will include Steel City Concert Band, a recorder ensemble, the
Community Choir and Christmas carols for all. Interval for refreshments about
8pm.
Please remember that the service on Christmas Day will begin at
10.30am. The Revd Shan Rush from St Mark’s will be leading us on that day.
The customary board for your cards will be up in the Church with a bowl for
donations (for a charity to be decided).
Let’s Sing Sheffield Carols is another great opportunity for singing.
The lunch-time sessions will take place on Monday 10th and Friday 14th
December, 12 – 2pm - under the auspices of the University, Worrall MVC
and Broomhall Community Choir. Mince pies and hot drink from 12 noon,
singing approx 12.30 – 1.40pm. All welcome.
Everyone is also invited to the BUZZ Christmas Party in the Hall on
Thursday 20 December, 10.30am – 1pm. Join members of their older
people’s groups, family and friends.
Concerts
A review of the recital on 30 November by Naomi Atherton (French horn) and
Annabelle Lawson (piano) will be in the6 next issue.
The next concert in this series will be on 18th January with Zivorad Nikolic
(classical accordian).

MORE CHRISTMAS MUSIC !
Saturday 8 December, 3pm, Victoria Hall: ‘Around the World at
Christmastime’. The Sheffield Philharmonic Orchestra - which Monica
Hanna plays in - also features the Sheffield Youth Orchestra. Retiring
collection in aid of the Sheffield Music Hub.
Tickets £10 , concessions £8, students / under 16s £5.
Programme includes: Strauss’ Pizzicato Polka, Piazzolla’s Libertango,
Anderson’s Sleigh Ride . . .
Also on Saturday 8 December at 7.30pm, Hallam Choral Society, which
Douglas plays for, is giving its Autumn concert at St Mark’s Church, Broomhill.
The programme is Mozart’s Requiem and Burnstein Chichester Psalms.
Hallam Sinfonia and soloists from the Cathedral.
Saturday 15 December, 7 for 7.30pm, here at St Andrew’s:
The Sheffield Folk Chorale, which practises here every Monday evening,
hosts an evening of Christmas songs and carols in glorious harmony, in aid of
Cavendish Cancer care.
Tickets £10 including refreshments.
Thursday 20 December, 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Church, Psalter Lane: The
Sheffield Oratorio Chorus - which practises in St Andrew’s every
Wednesday evening - presents CHRISTMAS CAROLS with Young Singers:
Tickets £10 , concessions £8, students / under 16s £5.
Your favourite hymns
The service on Sunday March 3rd will be devoted to your favourite hymns. If
you would like to suggest a hymn please give Judith Adam the details by the
end of January, and a short note saying why this hymn is your favourite.
Please also let her know if you would be willing to share this with us at the
service. There should be time for 10 hymns.
Your Management Team at work !
You may not have noticed just how dirty the sofa covers in the church had

become. Many thanks to Monica Hanna7who removed them (no easy task)

LOOKING BACK
Shoeboxes
We sent 16 shoeboxes this year; Sheila Dunstan made three trips to the
depot in Chesterfield. A few people who missed the (rather early) deadline
will keep their contents till next time, or find another suitable charity.
Church Lunch- O to A
18 members tried out the new Omega restaurant at the Abbeydale Sports
Club on 28 November. The catering team from the well-known Baldwin’s
Omega, now closed, have moved to Abbeydale and set up a very pleasant
new venue there. The catering and service were up to the former Omega

standard, the venue is bright and airy,
and there is plenty parking.

Thanks to
the
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Douglas for
photographs

SIYAHAMBA!
On 21 October we sang the South African traditional hymn Siyahamb’
ekukhanyen kwenkhos’ (Common Ground 139) with some extra verses.
Douglas explains how they came to be written:
I have never been a fan of singing in a foreign language. Of course, there
may be some songs we seem to have learned, probably before we could
remember when, how or why we were taught them! Was it your French
teacher, for example, who first taught you ‘Frere Jacques’? Perhaps it was in
a recorder book that you first attempted to squeak out the melody. Did you
ever know what it meant in English? Did you ever sing it as a round
successfully?
When I was teaching music at Moorlands School in Leeds, I came across a
song in one of those spiral-bound song books which occupied many a
primary school bookshelf in those days. The song was called ‘And then there
were three cats’ and it became a firm favourite with the children together with
its jaunty melody. The words were childishly funny and somewhat addictive.
The song began ‘And then there were three cats, and they had funny hats’
and there was a host of other verses such as ‘And then there were three
rabbits, and they had funny habits’; each verse ended with a resounding
‘Heigh Ho!’ before the next one began. It was not long before we took the
opportunity of inventing new verses of our own. I used to ask the children to
try to think of an animal for the song, and something it ate, did or wore which
rhymed with its name. This activity can occupy a class of enthused children
for a considerable amount of time, and one can build up extra verses over a
succession of lessons.
When I came to Sheffield, I could not find this song in any of the resource
books, and could only remember a couple of verses myself, so I would teach
one verse to the boys, writing the rhyming words on an overhead projector
acetate, and get them to invent more verses for each other, recording any
successful couplings on the screen for posterity. This activity used to suit
pupils aged between about five and seven years old. There were, as you
might imagine, many useful educational principles involved, including spelling
and rhyming words, besides any musical benefits and the sheer fun of singing
the song. Singing songs and playing musical instruments were what we spent
most lessons doing, after all.
On Fridays, instead of morning prayers the whole school used to assemble for
about twenty minutes to practice the hymns for the following week. This was
9
an activity much enjoyed by the boys and
the Headmaster, although I rather
dreaded it. I felt rather vulnerable trying to control a hall full of boys,

especially in the early days when there were a few who would derive a
certain amount of amusement of their own devising! However, in my latter
years at Birkdale, the boys’ singing at prayers became somewhat
renowned for its excellence, particularly if it was a favourite hymn. New
hymns were often taught in class lessons first, before attempting them on
Fridays.
One day the Headmaster, Alan Jones, asked if we could sing the African
hymn SIYAHAMBA in prayers, describing it as ‘We are Walking in the
Light of God’. Mr Jones even came into class to teach the boys how to
sing the song in African. So it was we began to learn the song.
Incorrectly, as it turned out; because the words should have been ‘We
are Marching in the Light of God’. As one verse seemed quite short, I
asked the boys in our two Prep 1 classes (called Y3 or 1st year Juniors in
other schools) if they could make up some additional verses to the hymn.
Already experienced with cats and rabbits, this was to prove no problem
at all for the resourceful young chaps, and the following Friday we sang
their version at our hymn practice, and found ourselves not only walking
in the light of God, but also:
Living in the love of God
Praying in the peace of God
and Marching in the strength of God.
Douglas Jones
AUTUMN STUDY GROUPS 2018
Our discussions were led by the Revd Arian Alker, who has preached at St
Andrew’s many times now, and were based on his booklet ‘Christmas:
Ancient Meanings, Modern Faith’. The traditional elements of the
Christmas story - shepherds, kings, camels, star, birth in a stable - are
greatly loved and bring people into church at this time of the year if at no
other. But to some Christians they seem like myths or fairy tales - Can
we really believe them ? Are they true ?
We looked at the birth narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke,
both written in the last quarter of the first century of the Christian era. The
question to ask is not ‘Is this passage of scripture factually true?’ but ‘What
does it mean?’ What was Matthew’s and Luke’s purpose ?
The foundation of their narratives is the Hebrew scriptures, which record
the interaction of God with his chosen people. The Jesus story is seen as
a continuation of this, and supported in Matthew and Luke’s telling with
innumerable parallels from the Jewish
10 bible to make significant theological
points. They are parables with a deeper meaning, told as overtures to the
important themes of Jesus’ life and work.

Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts have become conflated in the usual
Christmas story but are actually quite distinct. Matthew, a Jewish scribe
who had become a Christian, was intent on convincing orthodox Jews that
Jesus was indeed the fulfilment of their messianic hopes. Therefore he
portrays Jesus as the son of David and also the son of Abraham, and
indeed as the new Moses - leader and law-giver. The birth of Jesus to
Mary is paralleled with that of Isaac to Sarah and Samuel to Hannah - all
are divinely predestined children. The magi from the east recall the visit of

the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon in 1Kings 10. (This is where
the camels come from, not mentioned in Matthew.) Jesus as the
light of the world is the fulfilment of the divine promise in Isaiah 60.
Luke was a Gentile convert, so maybe that is why his narrative (in his
Gospel and in the Book of Acts of the Apostles) focusses on the expansion
of the Christian world. His genealogy traces Jesus right back to the first
man, Adam; Jesus is a new Adam, the start of a new transfigured creation.
Again, there are many parallel details between O T passages and the birth
story. Luke’s themes are particularly the positive role of women; sympathy
for the poor, sick and outsiders (as in the Good Samaritan and the
annunciation to the shepherds); the empowering guidance of the Holy Spirit
at crucial points; and the Kingdom of God contrasted with the worldly
kingdom of the Caesars.
In the first group meeting, Adrian asked us what we thought was the
significance of Christmas - what it meant to us, and what we liked and
disliked about it. In the final session, we noted that despite the general
decline in church attendance, there had been a steady rise (13%) in
attendance of all ages at Christmas services since 2013. This is still part of
our culture - ‘what people do’. We considered reasons for this: nostalgia;
familiarity; loneliness; dignified but familiar tradition; not challenging in
thought, as weekly services might be. There is no basic theological or
biblical substance to the traditional Christmas story but it speaks to
people’s hearts and needs.
We have an obligation to be truthful and engage minds as well as hearts.
So how do we make the real meaning of Christmas relevant to today’s
world ? The real meaning being Fall, Forgiveness and Redemption.
Adrian suggested several themes which could be brought out: Light in the
Darkness; Conflict, Peace and Justice; Love, Joy and Compassion. We
discussed ways to use these ideas in Christmas services, honouring the
tradition while developing something fresh. This was a positive and fruitful
note to end on and we are most grateful for Adrian’s lively and skilled
11
leadership.
Elizabeth Draper

UNIVERSAL CREDIT
Universal Credit is very much in the news and is being rolled out in Sheffield
now. This new benefit replaces six other benefits: Income Support, Jobseekers Allowance, Employment and Support Allowance, Child Tax Credit,
Working Tax Credit and Housing Benefit. In theory it should simplify the
benefit system, make it more efficient and easier for people to use, and
make work pay better than staying on benefits. At the moment, only new
claimants are being put on U C or people whose circumstances have
changed but the aim is ‘managed migration’ to move everyone over by
2020.
However, the implementation has caused problems for many claimants,
particularly the most vulnerable. The reasons for this include:
1. U C is paid monthly whereas most former benefits were paid weekly or
fortnightly, which was easier for many people to manage.
2. U C is paid in arrears (like wages) with a delay of at least four weeks before the first payment.
3. Although interim payments are available to tide someone over, this is a
loan, thus increasing indebtedness.
4. Claims and all application procedures have to be done online; not everyone has easy access to a computer or has adequate IT skills. The most
vulnerable are most disadvantaged here - homeless, illiterate, those with
mental or emotional issues.
5. The system is complicated even for able claimants and DWP staff, so
errors are frequent which lead to stoppage of benefits.
6. Housing benefit used to be paid direct to landlords but in U C is paid to
the claimant as part of their total. If claimants are short of money for food
and other immediate necessities, they may fail to pay the landlord, run into
rent arrears and possibly risk eviction. Councils lose money which they
need for other services, and ultimately bear the burden of rehousing the
homeless. Private landlords are increasingly unwilling to rent to people on
housing benefit.
Universal Credit is expected to impact negatively on Sheffield. Many claimants find it more stressful and there is likely to be an increase in struggling
families and individuals, and greater pressure on all the support services.
Use of Foodbanks has risen by 50% in areas where U C has been introduced.
Ways to help ?
1. Give extra assistance at Foodbanks with donations or volunteering.
2. If someone has good IT skills, by volunteering to train as a “Digital
Buddy” to help claimants with their online applications. (Training is available.)
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3. Make your views known to the government
about unfair and mismanaged policies.
Elizabeth Draper

