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APOCALYPSE ?
Sermon by the Revd Dr Michael Bayley on 13 January 2019
The readings from both Daniel and Mark are examples of apocalyptic writing.
They foretell the future, generally predicting that those who are oppressing
you will have a really bad time in the future and things will get much better for
you. The book of Daniel was written to bring comfort to the Jews during
terrible times of persecution in the early 2nd century BC.
Mark 13 could be described as an apocalyptic warning that the end times
may be coming. The first two verses appear to predict the destruction of the
Temple which the Romans carried out in A.D. 70. It is most likely that Mark
was written after this date. The message of the chapter is that Christians
should be on their guard. It finishes: “Watch therefore… lest he comes
suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all:
Watch." (13:35–37)
Throughout history there have been constant predictions of an apocalyptic
future. The first millennium provoked an apocalyptic frenzy but the end has
frequently been predicted in apocalyptic terms throughout the centuries; but
while plenty of dreadful things have happened, we have not yet had the full
works.
In our day the most serious warnings come, not from weird religious
enthusiasts, but the calm, careful and measured judgement of scientists.
The latest report of the International Panel on Climate Change shows us
what we need to do to keep the rise in temperature to no more than 1.5°C.
It also shows us how it is possible to do it, but it will be hugely challenging.
The report notes that emissions need to be cut by 45% by 2030 in order to
keep warming no higher than 1.5 C. That implies cuts of nearly 4% a year.
This is not the place to go into details but the report is tough but basically
hopeful, given the moral and political will.
This is the view of the Church Times which had an excellent special issue on
12 October. Rowan Williams, however, takes a graver view of the situation
and is one of 94 signatories who signed a letter in the Guardian headed
“Facts about our ecological crisis are incontrovertible. We must take action."
One paragraph reads: “When a government wilfully abdicates its
responsibility to protect its citizens from harm and to secure the future for
generations to come, it has failed in its most essential duty of stewardship.
The ‘social contract’ has been broken, and it is therefore not only our right,
but our moral duty, to bypass the government’s inaction and flagrant
dereliction of duty, and to rebel to defend life itself. We therefore declare our
support for Extinction Rebellion, launching on 31 October 2018." Strong
words indeed for a man as thoughtful, scholarly,
careful and holy as Rowan
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Williams to sign up to. Extinction Revolution sum up their mission in these
words:” We act in peace with ferocious love of these lands in our hearts.
We act on behalf of life.”

Subsequently Extinction Rebellion has been publicly supported by Bishop
Pete Wilcox, the Bishop of Sheffield, Malcolm Chamberlain, the
Archdeacon of Sheffield, the chair of the Methodist district, Gill Newton,
and many others from academia and the professions and beyond. There
will always be different opinions about what action it is right to take in
support of a cause but this is an indication of how a number of highly
responsible people have been prepared to indicate the level of their
concern for the well-being of our planet.
But the point remains. How do you persuade people at large and
politicians in particular to address climate change with the firm purpose
and decisive action that it demands? Do we have to use apocalyptic
language about the appalling consequences that are all too likely to
follow a rise in temperature of over 1.5°? Do we have to scare people into
taking action?
The simple answer is no because it simply does not work. People react
by switching off and ignoring the issue because it is too much to face.
How then do we respond? How do we enable people to face the issue
honestly? How do we enable ourselves and our fellow Christians to face
the issue honestly?
A good place to start is looking at what Jesus did. He wanted people to
face themselves and the world and God honestly and without pretence.
How did he do it? He was not afraid to face up to those in power and to
warn them bluntly, but Jesus' way was essentially the power of
compassion. Consider how he responded to people, for example Blind
Bartimeus or the woman who anointed his feet with oil, or the tax
gatherer Zaccheus, or his parables, especially the parable of the good
Samaritan or parable of the prodigal son, most radically “Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you" as we heard in the
second gospel reading. Jesus certainly had the power to change people’s
lives. What we see in Jesus is indeed a display of power, but it is not
power exercised by frightening people of terrors to come, but rather the
power of compassion, and I think this is the route that we need to go
down.
We need the careful, scientific work of people like the International Panel
on Climate Change and I'm grateful to them for the immense amount of
work they put into producing their invaluable report. But in addition to that
I think we also need to be aware of the way in which climate change is
already devastating the lives of so many people across the world,
especially poor people now, because that can unleash our compassion.
Mary Robinson, former president of Ireland and UN special envoy on
climate change has written of her experience
visiting people, especially
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women, all over the world whose lives have been deeply affected by

climate change. One of these was Constance Okollet from eastern Uganda.
She recounted how her tiny village had been devastated since 2000 by
drought, flash flooding, and erratic seasons. She said: “In eastern Uganda,
there are no seasons any more. Agriculture is a gamble." For nearly 7 years,
Constance had noted dramatic changes in the weather that withered her
maize, sorghum, and millet, crippling her yields. The unpredictable weather,
Constance worried, was a warning that the villagers of Asinget had done
something calamitous to incur God’s displeasure. Then came a particularly
calamitous flood. Constance said, “After the floods, we had no rain for six
months, not even a single drop. The topsoil was very thin after the floods, but
it was further eroded by the drought. The plants, particularly the cassava, all
dried up. People started to die of famine. Things were completely turned
round. People began to ask themselves, ‘Why is this happening?’”
Reluctantly Constance and the rest of her village had to approach the local
government to help. It was a humiliating moment for a woman who had never
asked for government assistance. “Now we are beggars," she said. In the
spring of 2009 Constance heard that Oxfam was holding a meeting about
food insecurity in the nearby town of Tororo and for the first time she heard
the words climate change. “I learned that over-pollution from developed
countries had caused real changes to the climate. I wanted to know whether
the people in developed countries could reduce their emissions so we could
have our normal seasons back."
However, she also used information from the meeting to urge her neighbours
to consider their own impact on the environment. “Now everyone is planting
trees," Constance says, “lots of mango, avocado, and orange trees. Every
Sunday I travel to different parishes and speak after mass. I stand up and tell
the people that climate change has come to stay but we can overcome it by
planting trees. For those who don't want to plant, I tell them to simply think of
their grandchildren." But of course they can't overcome it by themselves: it is
we who have the greater responsibility.
I believe the power which will enable us to discharge that responsibility is not
the power of apocalyptic and scare stories, but the power of careful science
and powerful compassion. Two prayers I find helpful to face up to this
honestly and realistically but without being overwhelmed. First the phrases
from the Lord's prayer, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven."
Second, a prayer from Jim Cotter: Be with us, O God, as we struggle for a
more just and sustainable world, yet remind us that our actions so often
tighten the mesh that binds the oppressed. Keep us from pride in our own
strength, and keep us from despair when evil seems entrenched. Renew our
trust in your good purposes for us all. Give us the gift of discernment, that we
may know when to strive in the power of your spirit, and when to be still and
wait for your deliverance. Come in your 5good time, but come soon.
Amen.

LOOKING AHEAD
The retiring collection after the communion service on 3rd February will be
for the Sheffield Hospital Sunday Fund. This benevolent fund, which has
been going since 1870, works across the boundaries of denomination and
religion and across the structures of the NHS. In situations where the
patient or relative has no means and no other source of funding is available,
it is able to provide a grant for specific and immediate support for those
most in need.
eg -overnight accommodation for a father from Lincs while mother
stayed on the ward with their 3-year-old undergoing vital surgery;
emergency food parcel for an isolated elderly man going home for
end of life care;
help with travel costs for husband to be with his terminally ill wife in
the hospice;
essential toiletries for a destitute asylum seeker with mental health
problems.
Your favourite hymns
The service on Sunday March 3rd will be devoted to your favourite hymns.
If you would like to suggest a hymn please give Judith Adam the details by
the end of January, and a short note saying why this hymn is your favourite.
Please also let her know if you would be willing to share this with us at the
service. There should be time for 10 hymns.
Lent study groups
Revd Canon Adrian Alker will again lead our study groups for Lent, looking
at the last week of Jesus’ life as told in Mark’s gospel.
Dates: Monday 18 March, Thursday 28 March, Thursday 4 April and
Thursday 11 April. Venues to be confirmed. All welcome, even if you
can’t come to them all.
Our customary joint service with Trinity URC on Good Friday (19 April)
will be at Trinity this year.
In:spire Concert season
Fridays: 15 February - the Lawson Trio
22 March
- Tom McKinney (guitar)
26 April
7 June

- Sheffield Young Singers and Sheffield
Music Academy
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- Rakhi Singh (violin)

A review of the last concert is on page 12.

Follow-up to ‘Understanding Islam’
Dr Chris Hewer is coming to lead another study day here, this time on ‘How
do Muslims view Christianity ?’ Wednesday 20 February,
9.30am welcome and refreshments, session 10am – 3,30pm.
Everyone is welcome: The day is suitable both for those who have attended
the ‘First Steps’ day led by Chris last summer and for those who are coming
for the first time. Chris is an excellent teacher and communicator.
Please bring your own packed lunch. No charge but donations welcome.
This year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer service on Friday 1st March will
be held at Sheffield’s Anglican Cathedral at 11am.
LOOKING BACK
It may seem long past now but what a busy and spirited Christmas season
we had ! The church was alive with music for the lunch-time Carol Sings and
the concerts by the Sheffield Folk Chorale and the Broomhall Community
Choir. Our own Carol Service and the service on Christmas Day were warm
and engaging - and put into action some of the points we had taken on
board in our Advent study group on the Meanings of Christmas.
Several other groups held Christmas celebrations here - the Soup Wagon,
Shelter, University Brass band, the Medics Choir. Jesus for All Nations held
an overnight vigil at New Year; the Ethiopian Orthodox Church celebrated

their Christmas on 6 January; the Tango7dancers hosted an international
festival.

FAMILY NEWS
Early one morning (Jan. 21st) and as the sun was rising, I got up at 5 a.m. to
see the eclipse of the moon; not in Sheffield, sadly, just thick cloud – and it
won’t happen again for ten years. Can’t wait!
At the graduation ceremony on 11th January, the University of Sheffield
conferred an Honorary Degree in Medicine on Ian Cooke. The details of
Ian’s career were listed in the citation: Ian held the Chair of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology at the University of Sheffield from 1972 to 2000; during that
time he combined laboratory reproductive endocrine research with clinical
gynaecology and infertility in particular. He has worked with the World
Health Organization and the International Federation of Fertility Societies
for many years, was an inaugural member of the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Authority, and has been Chairman and President of the British
Fertility Society and is currently Chair of the Board of Trustees.
Congratulations !
Through David Hill, who had a Christmas card from Tamar, we learned of
the death of Ron Clark; when he retired they left Sheffield to live in Fife,
and subsequently moved from there to Hampshire to be near family. We
send our sympathy to Tamar on her sad loss. Ian Cooke has kindly
contributed a brief summary of Ron’s career …elsewhere in this issue.
The news about Anita McVittie is slightly better…her leg is healing, and
she feels better in herself. Fraser is still finding mobility difficult, and is still
on painkillers. Julian’s back is still giving him such severe pain that he is
unable to move much, and can’t drive. We send them all our warm wishes,
and hope for better news of them when the weather improves.
Bill Armstrong had a fall recently, bruised his back, but is on the
mend. Gail was up from London…a day visit, since her work in graphics is
going well. Bill enjoys visits, and Loxley Hall has no closed times during the
day, so no need to ‘phone ahead.
Jean & John Price’s 40th wedding anniversary was on the 20th of
January…the date of the church meeting…so the customary celebration in
the hall after the service has been postponed, but we send them many
congratulations and wishes for many repeats!
On the same day, during the service, the Rev. Stephen Hunter, who was
leading worship, presented Josh Middleton, on behalf of the church, with a
gift to mark his 18th birthday. Since Josh was on duty at the p.a. console,
Douglas had the opportunity to play the usual well-wishing song on the
organ.
And earlier in the month Monica Hanna provided cake and drinks for a
toast on her 80th birthday. ’Happy Birthday’
in the hall that time !
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To both of them we wish Many Happy Returns.

And now, our greetings to the family members who are unable to be with for
worship. We remember you with pleasure, and value your continuing sharing
of membership with us; remember that David Stec is willing to take
communion to you, with one of the elders. We remember you in the family
prayers in the service.
Ann Cathels
NEWS OF FRIENDS
UPDATE FROM ROBERT

22 Jan 2019

It's been a busy week. The Grant of Probate finally arrived on Thursday, so
Sarah and I have been arranging for the transfer of Mum's financial assets into
our executors' account, ready for distribution to the beneficiaries. We were
also able to collect our parents' memorial stone from the mason and lay it on
the family plot at All Saints', Barrington.
As soon as we've finished making disposition of the money, I'll be obtaining a
visa, buying travel and health insurance and booking my flight. I'm currently
repacking my remaining possessions, mostly books and films, which will go
into storage. By way of encouragement, perhaps, Joe has already booked
flights to come and visit me in Chiang Mai in April - but I hope to be away
early next month anyway.
The house is being prepared for sale. This is a slow job, not least because the
ancient wallpaper is very reluctant to come off the walls, and it's not a kind that
can just be painted over; but we're making gradual progress. Most fortunately
for me, Sarah and her husband Peter are perfectly happy to take charge of
this while I fly off to the tropics!
I know you'll understand that I can't keep up individual Church contacts. I shall
of course keep in touch with St Andrew's, as I promised, but only through
Elizabeth as Secretary. I'll be in touch again before I flee the country.
Best wishes,
Robert
ECO HOUSE IN MOROCCO
Linsey Taylor Auad, another old friend of St Andrew’s, used to manage the
Broomhall Centre and is a community activist to her finger-tips. Now she has
created an eco village of adobe brick houses in Morocco, with the help of a
Work Away Team of volunteers from Patreon. Watch a fascinating video of
what Linsey has created at
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnXqmxskTxk&feature=share

RONALD GEORGE CLARK
Ron and Tamar Clark and their two daughters were members and
regular attenders of St Andrew’s from 19XX until they moved away
upon retirement. Ron was a Consultant Surgeon at the Northern
General Hospital and was initially a General Surgeon with an interest in
intensive care. Later he concentrated on upper bowel surgery and later
was appointed Professor of Surgery and then Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine. He worked with the University administration and was the
main University representative negotiating with the city at the time of the
World Student Games in 1991, contributing much to their planning and
delivery. He was born in August 1928 and died on 7th November 2018.
Ian Cooke

CONGRATULATIONS TO CARRIE
Caroline Twist, one of the residents in the manse, has been awarded
Dementia Care Champion at the National Dementia Care Awards
2018. Caroline was presented with this award by Hazel Blears at the
high profile Gala Night held on Thursday 8th November at the Hilton
Brighton Metropole, attended by over 400 guests.
Caroline has worked in Sheffield older people’s services in health and
social care for 15 years. She has set up two creative reminiscence
handling collections, designed an online care home support resource,
and has been the development worker for the Mutual Blessings project
Stories for the Soul. In 2018 she curated two dementia friendly art
exhibitions at The Montgomery and Sheffield Cathedral, and is currently
a trainer for Playlist for Life, setting up help points for the charity in the
Sheffield area.
We remember that Carrie spoke most enthusiastically (about teapots!)
in a service some years ago and gave us a riveting account at a church
lunch of her travels on the Winston Churchill Fellowship in 2015,
researching Care Homes in Europe and South America.
Carrie has also just
double

got engaged - so
congratulations !!
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AILEEN AUSTIN
As many of you will know from the eulogy at her funeral in September,
Aileen was a native of Aberdeen. She lived in Craigie Park with her parents
Frank and Bessie Forrest and her younger sister Elma. She attended St.
Margaret’s School for Girls, and was proud to be appointed head girl. Upon
finishing her schooling she studied Zoology at the University of Aberdeen,
gaining her BSc in 1949 and then a position as assistant lecturer in the
Department of Zoology. She went on to study at Aberdeen Training
College.
Whilst in Aberdeen she submitted an entry for a competition run by the
British Association for the Advancement of Science and was very proud to
be awarded first prize for her essay entitled “The Origin of Life”. She
travelled to Queens University Belfast to receive her prize of £50 from the
Duke of Edinburgh.
In 1954 Aileen and her sister Elma left Aberdeen for London, where they
shared their first flat together, and from 1956-59 she was in a teaching post
at Ealing Technical College. During this period she joined a theatre group,
and through this she met Ifor Austin. They discovered many mutual
interests including the performing arts and science, and romance
blossomed. They were married in Aberdeen on the 9th August 1957. At the
time Ifor, a physicist, was working at G.E.C and they set up home in Ealing,
West London.
Richard was born in London on 21st March 1961, and a year or so later Ifor
was offered a new position in the Department of Physics at Sheffield
University. The family travelled north and resided firstly in a rented property
in Little Norton Lane, before purchasing their new build home at 5 Burnt
Stones Close in 1963.
The family expanded once more with the arrival of Marion in the spare
bedroom of the house of 5th April 1964. Aileen had given up her teaching
career in favour of staying at home with the family, and supported Ifor
immensely through his years of study and research and subsequent
attainment of a personal chair.
Sadly tragedy struck in 1967 when Aileen received a phone call informing
her that her sister Elma had been killed in a road traffic accident. She was
heartbroken, and from then on played a very active role in the lives of her
niece and nephew left motherless at the ages of 7 and 9.
She also devoted time and energy to many other worthy causes over the
years, including fundraising for Dr Barnardo, the University Women’s Club,
distribution and assistance with hearing aids and visiting elderly friends.
She made many substantial charity donations
over the years. Her big
11
passion was singing and she was a very enthusiastic member of numerous
choirs right up to her death.

Throughout the years there were many wonderful family holidays and
excursions. Ifor and Aileen both had adventurous spirits, and in the days
well before the advent of package holidays the family took many trips to
Europe. Aileen often remembered her first visit to France with Richard as a
baby, when they flew from the south coast of England – and took the car on
the plane! There were driving trips to Switzerland, ski holidays in Austria,
and many sailing holidays both on the Norfolk Broads and further afield. In
April 1986 Ifor became unwell and sadly passed away, suffering from
cancer, in May 1986. Aileen’s independent spirit prevailed and she
remained, living alone for the most part, in the family home for the rest of her
life. She loved family occasions, and was very proud of her 3 granddaughters born in Belfast in 1994, 1997 and 2000, and travelled over often
to see them.
Aileen was an exceptional lady- a kind and thoughtful person and a devoted
Mother and Grandmother. She is very sadly missed by the whole family.
With thanks to Marion Hood, Aileen’s daughter
---St Andrews Church misses Aileen too. Her lovely voice enriched our choir
and other choirs and she was a most regular attender and took part in most
activities. The church was full for her funeral service which Aileen had
planned herself.
IN:SPIRE SERIES
The second concert of her second series of In:Spire, Music at Twilight, on 18
January, was introduced by Annabelle Lawson, who practises regularly in
the church. It was threatening to snow and 41 brave souls came to hear the
Serbian classical accordion player, Zivorad Nikolic. This instrument is
different to the piano accordion, in that instead of a piano keyboard, there
are 120 small buttons for the left hand and perhaps 100 for the right hand,
65 of which are white and the remainder black,. It looks incredibly difficult to
play, as none of the keys is within sight and it is extremely heavy. The
movement of the bellows determines whether the sound of a note is short
and sharp or long and legato. The instrument was originally designed as a
portable organ for use in rural churches which could not afford a large organ.
“Jivo”, as he is called, has performed internationally and plays classical as
well as folk music, and has his own 6-piece band, Paprika, performing
traditional music from Eastern Europe. He has played since early childhood,
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trained in Serbia and France and graduated
from the Royal Academy of
Music in London.

A commentary before each piece gave context to each item. The
programme began with a 3-part sonata by Angelis, an American,
and was striking for the use of vibrato on many notes. The first
Piazzolla piece was called Oblivion and the soothing quality made
its name significant; it was followed by a recognisable Tango, fusing
Argentine rhythm and classical music. Two sonatas by Domenico
Scarlatti were extraordinary with beautiful legato instead of the
usual, more staccato harpsichord sound.
The third piece, by a Czech composer, “The ruined castle”, was
written specifically for solo accordion and referred to a bombed
building, evoking stillness and mournfulness. Next were two pieces
by a contemporary Breton, Yann Tiersen, from his film score for
Amélie, La Noyée and A quai, familiar to some in the audience.
There was then a medley of Balkan folk tunes with their strange,
haunting rhythm. Finally there was a merry southern Spanish folk
dance tune, Malagena, making us feel like dancing and drawing a
delightful evening to a close. The audience was intrigued by the
instrument and it was hard for Jivo to reach for the refreshments as
so many wanted to speak to him. This was another great success
for Annabelle and we look forward to the next concert, featuring her
own string trio
on 15
February.
Ian Cooke
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BIBLE BASHING
This article was the Times third leader on 23 November 2018 and is
reprinted here with permission.
The good book contains many passages which offend modern
sensibilities.
The European Jewish Congress has suggested that future editions of
the Bible should contain warnings in the margins about anti-Semitic
passages, of which there are plenty. Such passages are obviously
colossally offensive, not least because scriptural slurs have often been
cited as an excuse for persecution. We wish the congress well in its
attempts to mitigate the scourge of anti-Semitism. We also comment
that if readers are to be warned about all verses they may find
upsetting, these proposed new Bibles will need very wide margins
indeed.
Antisemitism is not the only form of religious and racial persecution
advocated in the sacred text. Many peoples beside the Jews are
similarly reviled. Ethnic cleansing is commonplace, war crimes and
atrocities, both human and divine, are encouraged. The greatest story
ever told begins with a fratricide and ends with what Christians revere
as a supreme act of filicide. In between come genocide, infanticide,
patricide, matricide, sororicide, uxoricide and plain old homicide. The
violence is on a proverbially biblical scale.
This is not to mention rape, sex slavery, ordinary slavery, incest,
homophobia, man-made famine, germ warfare employing weaponised
boils and lice, the wanton destruction of property, robbery, torture and
animal cruelty, particularly to tethered goats. All of these activities,
naturally, appal civilised people everywhere. Should new readers of
the biggest bestseller in history be forewarned about these outrages
too ?
Injunctions elsewhere in the Bible will also upset people who wear
jewellery, sport tattoos, remarry after a divorce, gossip, work on a
Sunday, have premarital sex, enjoy seafood or shave. What’s more,
nutritionists will surely be mortified by the dangerously high sodium
content described
in the fate of Lot’s
wife.
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The Sheffield Folk Chorale raised £1500 for Cavendish Cancer
Care at its Christmas Concert in the church.

LECTIONARY READINGS for February 2019
27 Jan

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19;
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a; Luke 4: 14-21

3 Feb

Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Psalm 71: 1-6;
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13; Luke 4: 21-30

10 Feb

Isaiah 6: 1-8, (9-13); Psalm 138;
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; Luke 5: 1-11

17 Feb

Jeremiah 17: 5-10; Psalm 1;
1 Corinthians 15: 12-20; Luke 6: 17-26

24 Feb

Genesis 45: 3-11, 15; Psalm 37: 1-11, 39-40;
1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50; Luke 6: 27-38

3 March

Exodus 34: 29-35; Psalm 99;

Transfiguration 2 Corinthians 3:12 – 4: 2; Luke 9: 28-36, (37-43)
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Christmas Day

Zac and Theo Wheat, Revd Shan Rush, Elizabeth Cousley,
Alison Moore with Birthday boy Benjamin

Benjamin, Connor Fall, Theo and Zac
16

